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Depilation
and
electrolysis
Technique
Treatment
 (3)—Local Hypcrtricbosis associated with Moles
Only the common dome-shaped mole about a quarter of an inch in
diameter will be dealt with here, as larger ones must be either removed
by excision or left alone.
The first question is: Is it justifiable to depilate a niole and destroy
it by electrolysis? It has been said that to destroy a rnole by electrolysis
is to take an unjustifiable risk of converting it into a melanoma, but I
do not hold this view. Dermatologists have been destroying small facial
moles for many years, but I have never seen or read of a melanoma
which started in a mole after electrolysis and therefore continue to
depilate and destroy small moles by electrolysis, if this scorns likely to
give the best result.
The method of depilation is the same for hairs in moles as for hairs
growing on normal skin, with two exceptions. The first is that because
the follicles in rnoles arc sometimes distorted and the mole tissue softer
than normal skin, the depilation is more difficult; the second is that in
order to destroy the mole at the same time a stronger current, up to five
milliampcres, may be used. 1 destroy the mole after depilating the hair,
at the same visit.
3.-TRICHOPTILOSIS
607.] Splitting and breaking of the hair usually occurs in long hair only.
The exact cause is not known, but it is evidently due to faulty develop-
ment of the hair shaft and is generally associated with pityriasis of the
p,	scalp (see seborrhoea and seborrhoeic dermatitis).
(fyj]	Treatment should in the first place be directed to
jjL\\ the cure of the pityriasis capitis. The split hair should
fc'i'ljijs also be cut a little below trie split in order to prevent
its extension. Sometimes rubbing the hair with a small
amount of sesame oil and then gently brushing it will
prevent the splitting by softening the hair. Strongly
alkaline soaps should be avoided.
 
Clinical
features
 4.-TRICHORRHEXIS NODOSA
608.] In this disease the cells of the cortex of the hair
are loosened from one another locally, producing
nodose swellings. At these nodes the hair is apt to
break off, leaving a fringed end (see Fig. J4). When
the nodes are present in large numbers, most of the
hairs break, and few attain their normal length.
fig. 14.—Trichorrhexis nodosa. a, Node made up of two
brushes; b, node with upper brush split into three; c9 hair
shaft. (This and Fig. 15 from Pathology of the Skin by J. M.
H. MacLeod)

